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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 

because reference character "5" has been used to designate a fixing means, ribs, struts, 
grooves, housing and fixtures. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 

because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: 13. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The 

description of the drawings designates the same reference number, 5, for different parts 
as detailed above. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear what is meant by the limitation "fixture means." 
The examiner notes that it is assumed this limitation refers to a means, consistent with 
the specification, for fixing technical components to the seating arrangement. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
European Patent Publication 0 722 070 to Pettinari. 

Pettinari discloses a ventilator housing comprising: 

at least one control board seat arrangement (8 and 7A) with at least one seat 
arrangement (8 and 7A) for a printed circuit board that is formed integrally with the 
ventilator housing (fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13-19 and 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Publication 2005/0106046 to Winkler, in view of 
German Patent 200 15 726 U1 to ebm Werke GmbH & Co. KG. 

Referring to claim 13 , Winkler teaches a ventilator comprising: 
at least one seat arrangement (98); 

said seat arrangement (98) including a plurality of fixture devices (102) for the 
detachable fixture of a plurality of technical components (94 and 96) for operating the 
ventilator. 

Winkler does not teach fixture devices having grooves and clips for securing said 
seat arrangement. The '726 patent teaches a ventilator housing wherein: 

a fixture device (6) includes a plurality of grooves (8) for inserting a plurality of 
technical components and a plurality of clip elements (7) for securing said components 
in said grooves (8). 

It would be obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time of invention, to modify the 
housing taught by Winkler with the housing taught by the '726 patent in order to simplify 
the assembly of the housing and blower components and thereby reduce the cost of 
manufacturing. 

Referring to claim 14 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 
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said seat arrangement (98) is constructed integrally with the ventilator housing 

(22). 

Referring to claim 15 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 

said seat arrangement (98) is arranged on the exterior of the ventilator housing 
(22) (fig. 3). 

Referring to claim 16 , Winkler and the 726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 

said seat arrangement (98) includes fixing means (102) for securing said 
technical components (94 and 96). 

Referring to claim 17 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 

said technical components (94 and 96) are secured in said seat arrangement 
(89) by positive (102) and non-positive (fig. 5) locking means. 

Referring to claim 18 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 

said seat arrangement (98) includes a cover closure element (100 and 142) for 
closing said seat arrangement (98). 

Referring to claim 19 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing wherein: 

said seat arrangement has at least one opening (fig. 3) to allow a cable (92) to 
pass therethrough. 
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Referring to claim 21 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing including: 

at least one of a condenser, a mains connector, a printed circuit board (90) or at 
least one control board detachably secured to said seat arrangement (98). 

Referring to claim 22 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above and Winkler further teaches a housing further comprising: 

a plurality of at least one of channels, guides or retainers (fig. 3) for securing or 
passing through electrical wires (92) for connecting said technical components (94 and 
96) to each other. 

Referring to claim 23 , Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of 
claim 13 as explained above, but Winkler does not teach the use of the housing in an 
extraction hood. The '726 patent further teaches a housing wherein: 

the ventilator housing (2) is provided for installation in an extraction hood, 
particularly in the suction channel or suction duct of said extraction hood (page 1, 
paragraph 1). 

It would be obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time of invention, to modify the 
housing taught by Winkler with the housing taught by the '726 patent, in order to simplify 
the assembly of the housing and blower components and thereby reduce the cost of 
manufacturing, and to maximize the applications the blower housing can be used with. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Winkler and the '726 patent as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of 
U.S. Patent 6,354,287 to Kudoh. 
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Winkler and the '726 patent teach all the limitations of claim 13 as explained 
above, but does not teach a mechanism for relieving strain on said cable. Kudoh 
teaches a blower housing comprising: 

at least one seat arrangement (4 and 7) having at least one mechanism (21a) for 
strain relief of a cable. 

It would be obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time of invention, to modify the 
housings taught by Winkler and the 726 patent, with the housing taught by Kudoh in 
order to economically support and seal the cable passing through the wall of said 
seating arrangement and thereby reduce the cost of manufacturing. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, but not relied upon, is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and are listed on the attached PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryan Lettman whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
7860. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday between 9:00 am 
and 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Naeem Haq can be reached on (571) 272-6758. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bryan Lettman/ /CHARLES A. FOX/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 41 1 7 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3652 



